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Completes 44 year career at TJC 

Retirement dinner honors Registrar Kenneth Lewis 


By Carol Ethridge 
Staff Writer 

The TJC Apache 
rooms were filled with 
guests at a barbecue din¬ 
ner Feb. 22 to honor re¬ 
tiring Registrar Kenneth 
Lewis. 

Friends and colleagues 
honoring Lewis included 
retired TJC employee Bill 
Thomas, former TJC stu¬ 
dent Larry Reed, History 
Instructor Linda Cross, 
Texas A&M University 
Registrar Don Carter, Van 
High School Counselor 
Bill Giles and Lewis’ lov¬ 
ing wife, Patsy Lewis. 

According to the Re¬ 
tirement Dinner program, 
“‘Lewis is TJC,’For the 
thousands of students, 
hundreds of faculty and 
staff members and count¬ 
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Although Kenneth Lewis has retired, he and his wife still have 
plans to be involved with being apart of TJC. 


less high school teachers, 

counselors and principals 
who have come to know 
him, nothing could be 


more accurate. 

For almost 45 years 
Lewis has worked at TJC. 
He began in 1959 as a 


new graduate of Texas 
A&M University, teach¬ 
ing agriculture. Soon he 
began assisting with reg¬ 
istration. 

In 1967, Lewis was 
named Registrar and in 
1973 he became Dean of 
Admissions. 

Lewis started at TJC 
when registration was 
nothing more than punch 
cards and “hand-shake 
deals.” He stayed to over¬ 
see on-line registration 
and on-line classes, 
Registar Trey Hattaway 
said. In 1959 TJC had 
only 4,400 students, a 
number has grown to al¬ 
most 9,500 students in 
2005. 

Hattaway has become 
the new registrar. “In no 


way can I replace Mr. 
Lewis. There is no re¬ 
placement for a man who 
did so much for students 
and for Tyler Junior Col¬ 
lege,” Hattaway said. 

Friends and colleagues 
of Lewis have contributed 
to an endowed scholarship 
in Lewis' honor. 

“There is no way to pay 
tribute to a man who has 
done so much for our col¬ 
lege. A scholarship was 
the most logical thing to 
do to honor Mr. Lewis be¬ 
cause he loved helping 
students so much,” 
Hattaway said. 

Hattaway said the 
amount of the scholarship 
has not been set, but it will 
honor Kenneth and Patsy 
Lewis. 




By Heather Robertson 

✓ 

Staff Writer 

For the past 20 years 
Sociology Instructor 
Rebecca Foster has en¬ 
couraged her students to 
learn to help the needy 
people in Tyler. Foster be¬ 
lieves students need to “ be 
aware there are other 
people out there, ones who 
don't have much.” 

This year she chose to 
help the St. Paul's 
Childrens Foundation. 

Foster asked everyone 
in her classes to bring 
beans and rice for “com¬ 
munity service," not “ex¬ 
tra credit." Students who 
brought the required 
amount of beans and rice 
received 100 points added 
to their first test grade. 

Shane Bauman said, 
“Mrs. Foster asked us to 
bring eight pounds of 
beans and two pounds of 
rice to donate to St. Paul’s 
Children’s Foundation.” 


Bauman admitted he 
brought the beans and rice 
to receive the extra credit, 
but he believes it was for 
a good cause. 

“Anything to help 
those in need,” he said. 

Foster’s students went 
beyond the call of duty. 
Cindy Rowell, volunteer 
coordinator at the Foun¬ 
dation, said, “It’s wonder¬ 
ful how much Mrs. 
Foster "s class was able to 
collect. Now, I don't have 
to worry about relying on 
the East Texas Food 
Bank, our other supplier. 
We have plenty of food 
and are able to feed more 
families.” 

The St. Paul’s 
Children’s Foundation 
helps the Hispanic com¬ 
munity who live in the 
neighborhood of St.Paul’s 
Methodist Church. “The 
Foundation collects cloth¬ 
ing and food to help get 
those in need get back on 
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Students each brought eight pounds of beans and two 
pounds of rice for the St. Paul’s Children’s Foundation 


their feet. We also have a 
free dental and medical 
facility,” Patsy Lewis, St. 
Paul’s Board member, 
said. The Foundation also 
provides an afterschool 
care program to keep the 
children busy and out of 
trouble. 

Lewis has been helping 
the Foundation for the 
past 15 years. She has 


served on the board every 
year since it was formed 
eight years ago. 

The Foundation is lo¬ 
cated at 1325 E. Richards 
in Tyler. Anyone who 
wants to help in any way 
can contact Foundation 
Director Karolyn Davis or 
Volunteer Coordinator 
Cindy Rowell at 903-531 - 
9455. 
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How do you feel about people 
who smoke around campus buildings? 






Robert Ramos, 20, 
technical theater major. 
“It doesn’t really bother 
me unless they are 
standing right oustide 
the door.” 


Nykol Kafka, 19, dental 

hygiene major. “I don’t 
really like it too much 
because I am against 
smoking.” 


Michael Anderson, 19, 
nursing major. “I feel 
OK if it’s far away.” 


Austin Wright, 20, 
communications major. 
“I think it’s disrespectful 
to those that don’t 
smoke.” 
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Smokers have rights, too 


By Anthony Croff 
Staff Writer 

It may sound as if I am restat¬ 
ing everything that our generation 
has been told since third grade, 
but the health risks of smoking 
are undeniable. They haven't 
been kept underground either. 

Most people who smoke ciga¬ 
rettes know they are harming 
their bodies. No logical argu¬ 
ments exist for the reasons people 
smoke in our society. 

Some smokers say it helps curb 
their appetite while others say it 
makes them less nervous and puts 
them at ease. But at what ex¬ 
pense? Eight years of life, or 12 
to 14 minutes per cigarette are 
lost to the average smoker. 

From talking to smokers here 
at TJC, I have gained a somewhat 
new perspective about college 
age smokers. 

I had previously thought most 
smokers don't care about the 
risks of smoking nor about try¬ 
ing to kick the habit. I also 
viewed smokers as one of the 
most unapproachable groups of 
people in society. 

But surveying major John 
Andricopoulos, 22, was almost 
the exact opposite of how I had 


viewed smokers. 

Andricopoulos, a four-year 
smoker, was extremely open and 
honest when talking about his 
habit. 

“Everyone I know wants to 
quit but they don't/'he said. He 
said he wished he had never 
started smoking in the first place. 

“The health risks suck/' he 
said. ‘Hopefully I'll quit before 

I’m 30.” 

“Everyone I know 
wants to quit but 
they don’t.” 


Other smokers such as Ashley 
Shepherd, 23, and Matthew 
Finkelstein, 26, weren’t as enthu¬ 
siastic about quitting. 

Shepherd, a nursing major, 
has no desire to quit in the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

Finkelstein, a theater major, 
eloquently referred to the health 
risks by saying “Everything 
f_ing kills you.'’ 

No matter how offensive non- 
smokers may think they are, 
smokers do have the right to 
smoke on campus. 


In fact, at the Pirtle Technol¬ 
ogy Center, a set of picnic tables 
has signs that state “Designated 
smoking area only!” 

But most campus buildings 
carry signs stating “No smoking 
within 50 feet.” 

Smokers can be asked by in¬ 
structors or the campus police to 
move upon a complaint by an¬ 
other student that they are within 
50 feet of those buildings. 

Campus Safety Director 
Randy Melton said that this has 
never been a serious problem, 
and any smoker they have ever 
asked to move has always peace¬ 
fully complied. 

No matter how much I dis¬ 
agree with smoking, 1 have come 
to realize smokers are a part of 
society that needs to be accepted 
by people like me who viewed 
smokers as disgusting. 

The people who smoke are no 
better or worse than anyone else. 
They just have a bad habit. Some 
people are addicted to food, sex, 
or a multitude of other guilty 
pleasures. The point is, cigarettes 
are still legal products. It looks 
as if we can see them staying 
around for a long time to come. 
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TJC theater production of ‘Musical Comedy 
Murders of 1940’ proves to be an audience hit 


By Rachael Riley 
Page Editor 

Combine suspense and 

melodrama with a twist of 
offbeat comedy and you 
have “The Musical Com¬ 
edy Murders of 1940,” 
performed by TJC theater 
arts students recently. This 
classic murder mystery, 
directed by Rebecca 
Faulds, revolves around 
10 characters who be¬ 
come trapped inside a se¬ 
cluded Victorian mansion 
late one wintry night. As 
the plot unfolds, the audi¬ 
ence becomes involved 
with the characters in try¬ 
ing to identify the infa¬ 
mous stage-door slasher. 


who has preyed upon as¬ 
piring dancers in the past. 

The actors made pow¬ 
erful connections in por¬ 
traying their characters so 
each role stood apart from 
all the others. 

Lindsey Ressmann 
evoked the same inno¬ 
cence her character Nikki 
Crandall required. 

As Eddie McCuen, a 
struggling comedian, Erik 
Faulds demonstrated ex¬ 
cellent stage presence and 
amazing energy through¬ 
out the show. 

Christy Cole, who 
played eccentric drunk 
Bernice Roth, was an¬ 
other crowd favorite. Her 


mannerisms kept the au¬ 
dience laughing even dur¬ 
ing the most intense 
scenes. 

The most flamboyant 
character was Jared 
Davis, the zany, cross¬ 
dressing, cabaret-quoting, 
conspicuous maid who is 
murdered in the opening 
scene, yet keeps appear¬ 
ing. Davis held the spot¬ 
light with his costume, 
consistent German accent 
and facial expressions 
throughout the show. Sev¬ 
eral women in the audi¬ 
ence remarked that he had 
better legs than theirs. 

Rounding out the cast 
were: Jacob Davis as po¬ 


lice chief Michael Kelly, 
Steve Lasiter as suave di¬ 
rector Ken De La Maize, 
Lacy Prince as refined 
Majorie Baverstock, Tay¬ 
lor Flowers as the shady 
Irishman Patrick O'Reilly, 
Trey Westerburg as pomp¬ 
ous music writer Roger 
Hopewell and Lauren 
Wycough as the exuberant 
hostess Elsa Von 
Grossenknueteen. 

Attention to detail de¬ 
serves applause. The intri¬ 
cate set included a piano, 
lavish decor and several 
movable walls that always 
opened and closed on cue. 

The audience’s laugh¬ 
ter demonstrated their de¬ 


light with the perfor¬ 
mance. TJC students 
Allison Laird and Jarrod 
Garbutt agreed they liked 
it even though they only 
got to see the second act. 

“It was really good, I 
enjoyed it,” Laird said. 

“I thought it was was 
humorous,” Garbutt said. 

Sarah Pray ter, a high 
school senior attending 
the play for extra credit, 
also enjoyed it. “I haven't 
seen a TJC play before 
and am glad I saw this 
one. I’d see it again, 
“Prayter said. 


April 26 

“Sideways” 

“Spanglish” 

“Elektra” 


April DVD/Video Releases 


Y-C. 


44 


44 


44 


44 


April 5 

Ocean’s Twelve” 
Hotel Rwanda” 
Suspect Zero” 
The Woodsman” 


April 12 

“Meet the Fockers” 
“House of Flying 


5? 


44 


Birth” 


April 19 

“Blade:Trinity” 
Darkness” 
Lemony Snicket’s 
A Series of 
Unfortunate 


44 


44 


Events 




‘Robots’ provides viewers with comedy and a message 


By Miranda Nelson 
Page Editor 

Many stories about ro¬ 
bots show them as a race 
that will eventually domi¬ 
nate mankind. 

"Robots" is nothing 
like that. In this cute tale 
about a young robot who 
dreams of being an 
inventor,Rodney Copper- 
bottom, vocalized by 
Ewan McGregor, idolizes 
a robot named Big-weld. 

When he grows up, he 
leaves his parents and sets 
off to meet the greatest 
robot ever known, 
Bigweld, and show him 
his new invention. 

In Robot City, Rodney 
he runs into many strange 
characters. Fender, vocal¬ 
ized by Robin Williams, is 


the first of a gang of “out- 
modes" Rodney comes 
across. 

Outside the gates of 
Bigweld Industries, 
Rodney is barred from en¬ 
tering, so he uses his in¬ 
vention to break in to a 
meeting on the top floor. 

He soon learns Bigweld 
has been replaced with 
Phinneas T. Rachet, who 
decided Bigweld will no 
longer sell parts, only ex¬ 
pensive upgrades. Soon 
all of the old robots start 
breaking down and come 
to Rodney to fix them. 

On his journey of self 
discovery and determina¬ 
tion, Rodney meets some 
interesting, funny charac¬ 
ters. 


Ewan McGregor lends 
a playful, yet strong voice 
to young inventor Rodney 
Copperbottom. 

Rachet, vocalized by 
Greg Kinnear, shows 
viewers he knows how to 
be the bad guy. 


Hilarious 
family comedy 
with a brilliant 
message. 


Halle Berry gives her 
voice to Cappy, a Bigweld 
Industries employee who 
helps Rodney find the 
missing Bigweld. 


Bigweld, vocalized by 
Mel Brooks gives author¬ 
ity to the great robot. 

Piper (Amanda Bynes) 
Crank (Drew Carey) and 
Aunt Fanny (Jennifer 
Coolidge) are other wacky 
characters Rodney meets. 

Other voices for this 
project include: Terry 
Bradshaw, Jim Broadbent, 
Paul Giamatti, James Earl 
Jones, Jay Leno, Natasha 
Lyonne, A1 Roker, Stanley 
Tucci and Dianne Wiest. 

“Robots" is great story 
for all ages, with most of 
the humor geared towards 
all types of audiences. 

"Robots" is a heart¬ 
warming story of a robot, 
who is determined against 
all odds, to make a differ¬ 


ence in the world. He 
faces adversity, and even 
when all hope fails, he 
continues to pursue his 
dreams. 

This movie reminds 
viewers that just because 
something is old, doesn't 
mean we should disregard 
it. It proves we are all one, 
despite age, appearance or 
background, and that con¬ 
cept is a great lesson for 
children. 

We should all love one 
another despite and be¬ 
cause of our differences. 
“Robots” delivers this 
message brilliantly with 
lovable, funny characters, 
hilarious antics and dia¬ 
logue from fabulous ac¬ 
tors. 
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Journalism students learn lesson 
in TYler bus ride adventure 


Amy Bumgarner 
Editor 

The Tyler Transit system is a key component in the lives of 
many people. They use it to go to work, school, the grocery store 
or just to get out of the house. However, many of people are 
afraid to use the bus system because of irrational prejudices. 

Recently, Journalism Department Chair Linda Zeigler, assigned 
her freshmen reporting class an assignment they will not soon 
forget: to ride on the Tyler Transit bus system and interview their 
fellow travelers. The students reacted wtih fear, but Ziegle in¬ 
sisted they follow through while she attended an out of town meet¬ 
ing. 

The students reported their interviews and experiences in ar¬ 
ticles submitted to Mrs. Zeigler. Although the encountered differ¬ 
ent people, they all had the same experience: The Tyler Transit 
system and it’s riders are ok. 

The following reports were submitted by Randy Thomas, An¬ 
thony Williams, and Bethany Germany. The others experiences 
will be published in the next TJC News issue. 


Part 1 of 2 

Jerry Matthews, 36, works in 

landscaping as a laborer. He lives 
close to downtown and was on 
the bus today because he likes to 
go down toward the mall on Sat¬ 
urdays to shop and goof off. He 
loved shopping at Big Lots and 
today he was treating himself to 
the buffet at a Chinese restaurant. 

Matthews only rides the bus to 
go shopping on weekends. His 
supervisor picks him up during 
the week for work, because he 
lost his license a few years ago 
from too many DWI's. Matthews 
usually listens to his Walkman 
while he rides. 

At the bus stop in front of the 
Mall two women were waiting, 
with bags from what looked like 
a successful shopping trip. They 
sat close together and I moved 
over by them. 

Francine Jacobs, 68, a retired 
nursery worker, worked with 
roses for 27 years. She lives in 
the Wedgewood Apartments on 
Broadway and has been a w'idow 
for five years. 

Jacobs rides the bus a lot now 
that her friend has moved. Her 
friend used to take her every¬ 
where she needed to go, but she 
moved to Longview to be near 
her kids. Jacobs comes to shop. 
She goes to Brookshire's, Wal- 
Mart and occasionally eats at 
Luby's because of the great se¬ 
nior discount. She said she has 
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arrive after I get off work,” he 
said. “Sometimes it’s late and I 
just really want to get home.” 

Another passenger climbs onto 
the bus, 34-year-old unemployed 
Jake McLure. He wears a pair of 
acid-washed jeans with grease 
stains, a sleeveless BudweiserT- 
shirt and a ball cap advertising for 
Al’s BBQ on the front. 

“I don’t usually ride the bus, 
but my truck is in the shop and 
my girlfriend is at work so this is 
the only way that I can get to my 
momma’s house,” McLure said. 
Today he rides for 30 minutes and 
waits about five minutes. 

“I don’t really mind waiting 
except in bad weather like today, 
but at least when I wait, I can dip. 
They won't let you do that on 
here,” McLure said. McLure de¬ 
scends from the steps at the next 
bus stop and almost immediately 
inserts tobacco into his mouth. 

Iris Fielder, retired elementary 
teacher, rides the bus a few times 
a week to buy groceries or to just 
pass the time by looking around 
Tyler. 

“I like to ride the bus. It’s a 
nice way to see what all is going 
on in Tyler,” Fielder said. She 
spends anywhere from 30 min¬ 
utes to two hours on the bus and 
claims she never really encoun¬ 
ters many problems. 

“Every now and again, I won’t 
have any change and neither will 
the bus driver. So I have to go 
and get change and then wait for 
the next bus to come by my 
route,” Fielder said. 

Look for Part 2 in the 

April 13th newspaper 


never had any problems with 

riding the bus and really enjoys 
the time. She usually just sits and 
watches out the window. 

Olivia Harper, 57, works as an 
LVN at a nursing home. She is 
married with two children and 
one grandchild. She was on the 
bus today, she explained, because 
her husband had the car. He had 
gone fishing and she wanted out 
of the house. This happens oc¬ 
casionally, she said, and. she 
doesn’t mind the ride that much. 

Harper said her nerves were 
frazzled a few times with scream¬ 
ing kids on the bus, but never 
anything serious. She usually 
reads while she rides. 

Barbara, who did not give her 
last name or age. lives in the But- 

o 

ler College area. She said the bus 
is her primary mode of transpor¬ 
tation. “I go to the hospital, the 
Mall, home and I go pay bills,” 
Barbara said. 

“The bus is okay,” she said, 
“but they could have more buses 
running, since they don’t run at 
night.” 

Martin Borromeo, 24, a stu¬ 
dent at UT Tyler, uses the bus to 
get to his Shiloh Road home 
when he needs to. “It’s okay,” he 
said, “it just takes an hour to get 
wherever you're going.” 

Wendy Matthew, 44, who lives 
near Troup Highway, rode the 
bus for her first time in years. 


“My car broke down,” Matthew 
said. She does not mind riding. 
“It gets you where you need to 
go,” she said. 

Melinda Hill, 47, from the 
North Broadway area, uses the 
bus to get home when her car’s 
not working, as well as to go to 
Wal-Mart on the weekends. “The 
schedule could be better,” Hill 
said, “but the drivers are really 
nice.” 

Sheila Mays, 49, is tempo¬ 
rarily living at the Salvation 
Army, and rides the bus every¬ 
where, unless she rides with a 
friend. “I like it, for the most 
part,” Mays said. “I don’t like the 
hour wait when you transfer (to 
another bus). And it would be 
better if they ran the old sched¬ 
ule on the weekends, because it 
runs for a shorter amount of 
time.” 

Tommy Anderson, 16, has a 
job at a local grocery store. “I 
don't have a car and my mom 
doesn't get off work in time to 
take me to the job,” Anderson 
said. So he rides the bus at least 
five times a week, usually twice 
a day. Dressed in his work attire 
with a C.D. player in his hand, 
Anderson said he likes to spend 
most of his time listening to mu¬ 
sic. Sometimes, he said, he will 
bring his homework and com¬ 
plete it on the bus. 

Anderson spends about 30 
minutes riding the transit, 10 
minutes waiting for it and 10 
minutes walking from his home 
to the bus stop. 

“The only real problem I have 
with the bus is waiting on it to 
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News anchor John Stossel speaks at UT Cowan Center 


By Heather Robertson 
Staff Writer 

Award-winning news 
correspondent John 
Stossel lectured about the 
ideas and opinions in his 
current book “Give Me a 
Break,’' March 1 at the 
University of Texas at 
Tyler Cowan Center. 

Stossel spoke about his 
journalism career which 
began in 1969 as a re¬ 
searcher at WCBS-TC in 
New York City. He has 
since won 19 Emmy 
Awards and been honored 
five times by the National 
Press Club for his excel¬ 
lence in consumer report¬ 
ing. 

His other awards in¬ 
clude the George Foster 
Peabody Award and the 
George Polk award for 


Outstanding Local Re¬ 
porting. 

Stossel’s book, “Give 
Me a Break,” takes a 
skeptical look at a wide- 
array of issues from pop 
culture controversies to 
public censorship and 
government regulations. 

Stossel began by defin¬ 
ing his book title. “Busi¬ 
ness is basically a nasty, 
greedy thing, yet a valu¬ 
able skill,” he said. He 
“was embarrassed that it 
took” him “15 to 20 years 
to realize this.” 

Stossel laid his opin¬ 
ions out for the audience, 
leaving it to his listeners 
to consider his targets: 
business ethics, drug laws 
and trial lawyers. 

In a $10 million 
economy, you’re going to 


have companies like 
Enron,” he said. “CBS, 
NBC, and ABC profit 
from advertising, and turn 
money away, he said. 

“But they police them¬ 
selves to protect the con¬ 
sumers,” he said. 

Stossel talked about 
current drug laws, specifi¬ 
cally targeting the Food 
and Drug Administration. 

“The FDA’s profits 
have grown over the past 
10-15 years by a half of a 
billion dollars.” 

He questioned the 
FDA's methods of ap¬ 
proving drugs. When the 
FDA approved the new 
beta blocker, their adver¬ 
tising claimed it “saved 
14,000Americans a year.” 
Stossel asked. “So does 
that mean the beta blocker 


killed that many years 
before?...We don’t think 
that way.” 

He believes no one 
should be able to tell us 
what we can or cannot put 
in our bodies. After all we 
are a “free America,” he 
said, so why do we allow 
the government to regu¬ 
late drugs? 

“What we learn might 
save as many as 18 
people, and that’s better 
than no one,” he said. 

Stossel’s next target 
was trial lawyers. “Vic¬ 
tims make claims, they 
wait 10-20 years for 
$2,000 and they do not 
even receive most if it. 
Thirty to 40 percent goes 
to the lawyer and 70 per¬ 
cent goes to the middle 
men. The money doesn’t 


go to the right people,” 
Stossel said. 

Stossel said society 
sues the people who need 
the money the most, such 
as hospitals and compa¬ 
nies. “Lawyers are richer, 
and we're less safe. Fear 
doesn’t make us any safer. 
We need to keep peace," 
Stossel said. 

Undeterred by his con¬ 
servative audience, 
Stossel told them he be¬ 
lieves homosexuality is 
normal and admitted he is 
not a fan of the War on 
Iraq. The crowd contin¬ 
ued to listen attentively, 
obviously enjoying his 
excellent speech. His lec¬ 
ture was tight, witty, and 
eloquent, ending with a 
standing ovation. 


Students enjoy 

Spring Break 


By Sharon Garner 

if 

Staff Writer 

When spring break was 
a week away, students 
were making plans for 
time at beaches, ski resorts 
and the comfort of their 
own homes, according to 
a survey of 30 students. 

Some students decided 
to stay home to work or to 
relax, while others chose 
to go on vacation or party 
the week away. 

Twelve students chose 
the beach as their vacation 
spot because of all the ac¬ 
tivities going on there. 
They looked forward to 
hanging out in the water, 
checking out the party and 
club scene, meeting new 
people and meeting celeb¬ 
rities. 

“My favorite part of 
spring break was getting to 
hang out on the beach for 
a whole week,” Leslie 
Davis said. 

“The laid back environ¬ 
ment of all the students 
during the day and the 
clubs at night were my fa¬ 
vorite things about spring 
break,” Kelli Cromer said. 

Most students said they 
booked their hotel rooms 


in advance to get ahead of 
competition from other 
spring breakers. This fun- 
filled week cost about 
$500 for expenses includ¬ 
ing hotel, tanning, new 
clothes, food, alcohol and 
gas or plane tickets. 

It sounds like a lot of 
money for one week but 
the students seemed to 
think it was well worth it. 

Can you really put a 
price on fun ? Two students 
who chose to go skiing say 
they also paid quite a bit 
for their stay at ski lodges 
and for equipment they 
rented, but they also 
thought it was definitely 
worth it. 

Six students planned to 
go to nearby places such 
as Dallas to enjoy the ex¬ 
perience and save a little 
money. 

The 10 students who 
decided to stay home 
saved the most money. 

But no matter where 
they were, the week off of 
school was surely enjoyed 
by most, if not all students. 
Most can’t wait until this 
time rolls around next 
year. 
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Members can 
apply for PTK 
scholorships 

Phi Theta Kappa's Leaders of 
Promise Scholarship Program 
offers students financial re¬ 
sources to help with educational 
expenses while enrolled in a two- 
year college. Thirty $1000 Lead¬ 
ers of Promise scholarships will 
be awarded at TJC, based on ap¬ 
plications submitted by mem¬ 
bers. 

“To be eligible, a PTK mem¬ 
ber must be currently enrolled in 
an associate degree program and 
have a minimum GPA of 3.5,” 
PTK sponsor Cathryn Cates said 
. Students who have completed 
more than 36 semester hours as 
of January 2005 and those who 
already hold any college degree 
are not eligible. The deadline to 
apply is April 29. 

Phi Theta Kappa is the largest 
honor society in American higher 
education, giving out more than 

$36 million dollars in scholar¬ 
ships annually according to the 
website. The vast array of PTK 
scholarships are awarded only to 
members. 

To become a member, students 
must complete 12 hours of asso- : 
date degree courses, earn a GPA 

* 

of 3.5 or higher and maintain at j 
least a 3.25 GPA throughout en- j 
rollment at Tyler Junior College.; 

“PTK advisers send letters! 


each semester to all who are eli¬ 
gible to join,”Cates said. 

Both part-time and full-time 
students are eligible for member¬ 
ship. Students must meet the re¬ 
quirements, pay a one-time $45 
fee and fill out an application at 
the cashier's office. 

To apply for the Leaders of 
Promise scholarship or any other 
scholarships, they can go to the 
website at www.ptk.org. For 
more information, students can 
contact Biology Instructor Cates 
by e-mail at ccat@tjc.edu. 

Flu vaccination 
can still help 

Flu vaccine was hard to get last 
fall, but flu shots are now avail¬ 
able in East Texas. 

Though most healthy college 
students don't need them, it 
might give students one less thing 
to worry about. Campus Physi¬ 
cian Dr. Craig Gunter said, “It is 

not mandatory that healthy col¬ 
lege students get a flu shot. But 
if you have any problems with 
breathing or any lung problems, 
you should probably go out and 
get a shot immediately.” 

Dr. Gunter works the campus 
clinic on the second floor of 
Rogers Student Center. 

With more vaccine available, 
everyone is advised to get a shot. 
For those wondering if it is too 
late to get a shot, the answer is 


“no.” Flu season officially runs 
through May, Dr. Gunter said. 

Three locations in Tyler are 
offering flu shots to the general 
public. All located near TJC. 
They include Stephenson Phar¬ 
macy, 1000 S. Fleishel Ave., 903 
593-0236; Trinity Clinic, 520 E. 
Douglas St., 903 593-1721 and 
Dr. James H. Demberg, 1028 E. 
Idel St. Suite B, 903 593-6360. 

The average flu shot usually 
costs $10 to $20. The shot is not 
painful and there are no precau¬ 
tions, Dr. Gunter said. 

People allergic to chicken, Dr. 
Gunter advises, should see their 
doctor before they receive the 
shot because the vaccination is 
made from chickens. 

Contrary to many people's be¬ 
liefs, Dr. Gunter said, “You can’t 
get the flu from a flu shot.” Side 
effects from the shot may include 
soreness and fever, but nothing 
serious. 

For those not able to get the 

vaccine he offers a few tips to 
help stay healthy and avoid the 
virus. 

- Don’t eat or drink anything 
after anyone. 

- Only use a Kleenex once. 
Don’t use the same tissue more 
than once. Get a new one with 
every use. 

- Wash your hands. You always 
need to wash your hands before 
eating and after using the 
restroom. 


PALS, Hudnall to 
teach about stars 

PALS and Hudnall Plan¬ 
etarium are partnering for an as¬ 
tronomical outreach program to 
keep the public informed of re¬ 
cent news, events and discover¬ 
ies. They plan lectures open to 
the public and monthly programs 
presented by professionals. 

Following each lecture, the 
Astronomical Society of East 
Texas will host a Star Party. 
Those who come can use tele¬ 
scopes and ask questions to As¬ 
tronomical Society members. 

The last PALS lecture, at 7 p.m 
April 22 in Hudnall Planetarium, 
will cover “Deep Impact: NASA 
Mission to Comet Temple 1.” 
Planetarium Director Tom 
Hooten will lead the discussion. 
Seating is limited and doors will 
open 30 minutes before the lec¬ 
ture. Tickets, $3 for adults and 
$2 for students and seniors, can 
be purchased at the cashier's of¬ 
fice. For more information con¬ 
tact Hooten at thoo@tjc.edu. 


Remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour at 2 
a.m. Sunday, April 2 for 
Daylight Savings Time. 



Academic advisers offer “walk-in” procedure 

By Bethany Frank 
Staff Writer 


The academic advisers have 
changed their process to better 
serve students. With the new 
“walk-in" advising policy, stu¬ 
dents no longer have to wait 
hours in line for an appointment 
they set up five weeks ago. Ad¬ 
visers encourage students to 
come as early as possible to build 
schedules for the upcoming sum¬ 
mer and fall semesters. 

“We just want to shorten your 
stay in ‘Happy Valley'," Applied 
Studies Adviser Jon Arriola said. 
The earlier students get advised 
for their classes in upcoming se¬ 
mesters, the sooner they will 


know how long before they fin¬ 
ish at TJC, he said. 

Last-minute advising often 
means students stay here semes¬ 
ters longer than they should need 
to accomplish their educational 
goals. Students who wait to build 
schedules at the last minute tend 
to be rushed and not get all the 
classes they need. 

Only 10 advisers serve more 
than 9,000 students. So students 
who wait until the last week find 
the courses they need are full. 

Three advising offices serve 
students in different degree plans. 
They stay open late for students’ 


convenience. 

Applied Studies Adviser Jon 
Arriola in Pirtle Technology 202 
is open 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Fridays. Students 
can reach Arriola at 903-510- 
2662. 

Allied Health and Nursing 
with Kathy Patterson in Genecov 
222 is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Wednesdays, and from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Fridays. Patterson can 
be contacted at 903-510 2347. 

University Studies with 


Silvana Vierkant in Jenkins 106 
is open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. Mondays 
through Thursdays and 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Fridays. Vierkant’s num¬ 
ber is 903-510-2425. 

Advisers say they are are will¬ 
ing to accommodate all TJC stu¬ 
dents’ needs. 

For information on the new 
“walk-in" policy or on how to 
contact an adviser, students 
should check announcements on 
campus bulletin boards. 
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ATzosrflws/zfl/zz to lead 15th study trip in May 


Fosters donate $1,500 scholarship for Turkey travel 



Rebecca and Leon Foster present a check to Dr. Manoucher 
Khosrowshahi for the Turkey travel project. From left to right: 
Rebecca Foster, Dr. Khosrowshahi and Leon Foster. 


By Coshandra Dillard 
Staff Writer 

Retired Air Force Col. 
Leon Foster and his wife 
Rebecca, a TJC sociology 
instructor, donated $1,500 
to enable students to par¬ 
ticipate in the May travel- 
study project in Turkey. 

Foster, a TJC instructor 
since 1967, and her hus¬ 
band believe in education 
and take pleasure in help¬ 
ing students, according to 
a press release. 

The funds to help cover 
the tuition and fees will be 
awarded based on need, 
merit and completing the 
travel course. Trip spon¬ 


sor Dr. Manoucher 
Khosrowshahi said 
awards are given to eli¬ 
gible applicants on a first- 
come, first-served basis. 
Scholarship applications 
can be printed from 
socialscience.tjc.edu. 

Those who join TJC 
students and Government 
Instructor Khosrowshahi 
can earn course credit for 
the learning experience. 

For the first time, the 
Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board has 
approved three credit 
hours for those who reg¬ 
ister for the trip. 


The trip is scheduled 
for May 14-30. 

The Crossroads of Civi¬ 
lizations is TJC's 15th an¬ 
nual journey to the “splen¬ 
dor of the east’’. The 17- 
day project has an excit¬ 
ing agenda that includes a 
full-day excursion, moun¬ 
tain climbing and visits to 
historic museums and 
mosques. Students will 
observe the rich culture of 
Turkey and explore the 
history of early Christian¬ 
ity. 

Dr. Khosrowshashi 
says that all past experi¬ 
ences on the Turkey trips 
have been great and many 


students are repeat travel¬ 
ers. Anyone interested in 
participating should con¬ 


tact Dr. Khosrowshahi at 
903-510-2279 or email at 
mkho@tjc.edu. 


Tattoos: ancient tradition gains popularity 


By Hassan Dean 
Staff Writer 

Tattoos have been 
around since the ancient 

Egyptians. They were 
usually part of a ritual that 
initiated adolescent males 
into manhood. Some of 
these practices are still 
carried out in some Sa¬ 
moan tribes. 

Tattoos are becoming 
increasingly popular and 
socially accepted, as are 
piercings. Both markings 
have extended from the 
ears to the rest of the face 
and some other parts of 
the body. 

Marissa Draper, 18, re¬ 
cently got her first tattoo, 
a pin-up girl on her upper 
back. She said she would 
like to get tattoos of “grif¬ 
fins, sunflowers or an 
Egyptian goddess.” 

Draper also has two 
piercings. The first is in 
her belly button. The sec¬ 
ond on her lip, is known 
as a Monroe, because it is 
in the same place as 
Marilyn Monroe's mole. 

“I'm going to get my 
lip and my nose pierced in 
the future,” Draper said. 

Draper sees tattoos as 
art to some extent. “I 
wouldn’t call my body a 
canvas, unless its totally 


covered with ink,” she 
said. “I don't really like 

tribals, but if someone has 

one and knows what it 
means, then that’s cool.” 

Draper thinks tattoos 
are becoming over-rated, 
“People are getting them 
just to look cool. I think 
that's just stupid,” she 
said. 

Nora Schreiber, 18, has 
two sparrows and a tree 
tattooed on her lower 
back. A cluster of stars 
marks her left shoulder 
blade. 

Schreiber thinks there 
should be some mental 
correlation to connects 
the tattoos on her body. 
“I'll get more tattoos, but 
only if they mean some¬ 
thing to me. I don't think 
people should just go and 
pick out something from 
a book,” she said. 

Schreiber has a Mon¬ 
roe piercing and recently 
had her lower lip pierced. 

Tyler native Mike 
Parker, 28, has an esti¬ 
mated $1,800 worth of 
tattoos on his body. They 
include one inch piercing 
in each ear and a six 
gauge septum piercing. 

“I have one tattoo on 
my chin and lip, ... an 


arm band on my right 

bicep, two connecting tat¬ 
toos on my back and one 

behind each ear that ex¬ 
tends down to my neck,” 
Parker said. 

Parkers got the Eye of 
a Horus, the Egyptian 
sungod, tattooed on his 
arm when he was 18. “I 
liked it, but I didn’t know 
what it meant at the time,” 
he said. His most recent 
tattoo is a fern leaf, known 
as an “Adinkra” on his 
back. “It represents rug¬ 
gedness, independence 
and defiance of difficul¬ 
ties,” Parker said. 

Parker has designed all 
but his first tattoo. “Im not 
big on picking stuff off a 
wall. It means a lot more 
to me if I designed it my¬ 
self,” he said. The only 
tattoo he regrets getting is 
the Eye of Horus on his 
arm. Parker wants eventu¬ 
ally to have his body cov¬ 
ered with ink. 

“Go to an artist you 
trust, and look through 
their portfolio to get an 
idea of how they work,” 
Parker said. “Some tattoo 
artists are better at black 
art (tribal), and others are 
better with color,” he said. 

Parker suggests waiting 



Keith's smoking microphone is just one of his many “old 
school, sailor ” tattoos. Photo by Hassan Dean 


to get a good tattoo, as op¬ 
posed to getting a cheap 
one that you may not like 
after a while. “Good tat¬ 
toos aren’t cheap, and 
cheap tattoos aren’t 
good,” he said. 

Duke Keith, 20, has 
over 15 hours, and about 
$2,000 worth of ink work 
on his body. They include 
two pistols and Hebrew 
lettering on his chest, a 
Texas-themed quarter 
sleeve that starts in the 
arm pit. He also has an 
electric chair on the same 
arm and moral designs on 
the other arm. 

“My tattoos are old 


school, American heri¬ 
tage, sailor type tattoos,” 
Keith said. He said he 
would never get a tattoo 
that doesn’t agree with his 
views or beliefs. 

Keith doesn't agree 
with people who get tat¬ 
toos to be socially ac¬ 
cepted. “If you’re getting 
a tattoo to be cool, then 
you have your cart before 
the horse,” he said. 

“After you’ve decided 
on what you want to get, 
wait a while. If you 
still want to get it after 
two months, then go 
ahead and get it,” Keith 

m 

said. 
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